FoDCC: 1st June - Tim Cracknell
Making sense of it all in Tough Times - Part 7
Isaiah 40 & 41
1. Ask God your most searching questions
"O Lord, you misled me,and I allowed myself to be misled.You are stronger than I
am,and you overpowered me. Now I am mocked every day;everyone laughs at me.
When I speak, the words burst out. “Violence and destruction!” I shout.So these
messages from the Lordhave made me a household joke. But if I say I’ll never
mention the Lordor speak in his name, his word burns in my heart like a fire. It’s like
a fire in my bones! I am worn out trying to hold it in!I can’t do it!"
Jeremiah 20:7-9

2. Recognise how big God is
"Who else has held the oceans in his hand? Who has measured off the heavens with
his fingers?Who else knows the weight of the earthor has weighed the mountains
and hills on a scale? Who is able to advise the Spirit of the Lord? Who knows
enough to give him advice or teach him? Has the Lord ever needed anyone’s
advice? Does he need instruction about what is good? Did someone teach him what
is rightor show him the path of justice? No, for all the nations of the worldare but a
drop in the bucket. They are nothing morethan dust on the scales.He picks up the
whole earthas though it were a grain of sand. " Isaiah 40:12-15
“My thoughts are nothing like your thoughts,” says the Lord.“And my ways are far
beyond anything you could imagine. For just as the heavens are higher than the
earth, so my ways are higher than your ways and my thoughts higher than your
thoughts." Isaiah 55:8-9

3. Try to see the wider picture
"God sits above the circle of the earth.The people below seem like grasshoppers to
him!
Isaiah 40:22

4. Know God holds you close to his heart
"He will feed his flock like a shepherd.He will carry the lambs in his arms,holding
them close to his heart.He will gently lead the mother sheep with their young."
Isaiah 40:11
"For I have chosen you and will not throw you away. Don’t be afraid, for I am with
you. Don’t be discouraged, for I am your God.I will strengthen you and help you.I will
hold you up with my victorious right hand." Isaiah 41:9-10

