The place of the Word
Nehemiah 8 part 8
“They asked Ezra the scribe to bring out the Book of the Law of Moses, which the LORD had given for
Israel to obey.” Nehemiah 8:1b

1. Learn to value the Word of God
“They asked Ezra the scribe to bring out the Book…” v 1b
“He faced the square just inside the Water Gate from early morning until noon and read aloud to
everyone who could understand. All the people listened closely to the Book of the Law.” v 3
“Ezra stood on the platform in full view of all the people. When they saw him open the book, they all
rose to their feet.” v 5
“Truly, I love your commands, more than gold, even the finest gold.” Psalm 119:127
“You made me; you created me. Now give me the sense to follow your commands.” Ps 119:73
“Until I get there, focus on reading the Scriptures to the church, encouraging the believers, and
teaching them.” 1 Timothy 4:13
2. Take every opportunity to receive the Word of God
“The Levites—Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah,
Jozabad, Hanan, and Pelaiah—then instructed the people in the Law while everyone remained in
their places. 8 They read from the Book of the Law of God and clearly explained the meaning of what
was being read, helping the people understand each passage.” v 7-8
“Let the message about Christ, in all its richness, fill your lives.” Col 3:16
3. Resolve to live by the Word of God
“Then Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who were interpreting for
the people said to them, “Don’t mourn or weep on such a day as this! For today is a sacred day
before the LORD your God.” For the people had all been weeping as they listened to the words of the
Law.” v 9
“10 And Nehemiah continued, “Go and celebrate with a feast of rich foods and sweet drinks, and
share gifts of food with people who have nothing prepared. This is a sacred day before our Lord.
Don’t be dejected and sad, for the joy of the LORD is your strength!”
11
And the Levites, too, quieted the people, telling them, “Hush! Don’t weep! For this is a sacred day.”
12
So the people went away to eat and drink at a festive meal, to share gifts of food, and to celebrate
with great joy because they had heard God’s words and understood them.” v 10-12
“As they studied the Law, they discovered that the LORD had commanded through Moses that the
Israelites should live in shelters during the festival to be held that month… They were to use these
branches to make shelters in which they would live during the festival, as prescribed in the Law.
16

So the people went out and cut branches and used them to build shelters on the roofs of their
houses, in their courtyards, in the courtyards of God’s Temple, or in the squares just inside the Water
Gate and the Ephraim Gate. 17 So everyone who had returned from captivity lived in these shelters
during the festival, and they were all filled with great joy!” v 14-17

