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1. Faith waits
“Early the following spring, in the month of Nisan, during the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes’ reign…” v 1

2. Faith plans
“5 I replied, “If it please the king, and if you are pleased with me, your servant, send me to Judah to rebuild the city
where my ancestors are buried.”
6

The king, with the queen sitting beside him, asked, “How long will you be gone? When will you return?”
After I told him how long I would be gone, the king agreed to my request.
7

I also said to the king, “If it please the king, let me have letters addressed to the governors of the province west of
the Euphrates River, instructing them to let me travel safely through their territories on my way to Judah. 8 And please
give me a letter addressed to Asaph, the manager of the king’s forest, instructing him to give me timber. I will need it
to make beams for the gates of the Temple fortress, for the city walls, and for a house for myself.” And the king
granted these requests, because the gracious hand of God was on me.” v 5-8

“I slipped out during the night, taking only a few others with me. I had not told anyone about the plans God had put
in my heart for Jerusalem. We took no pack animals with us except the donkey I was riding. 13 After dark I went out
through the Valley Gate, past the Jackal’s Well, and over to the Dung Gate to inspect the broken walls and burned
gates. 14 Then I went to the Fountain Gate and to the King’s Pool, but my donkey couldn’t get through the rubble.
15
So, though it was still dark, I went up the Kidron Valley instead, inspecting the wall before I turned back and
entered again at the Valley Gate.” v 12-15

3. Faith acts
“3 …but I replied, “Long live the king! How can I not be sad? For the city where my ancestors are buried is in ruins, and
the gates have been destroyed by fire.” 4 The king asked, “Well, how can I help you?” With a prayer to the God of
heaven, 5 I replied…” v 3-5a

“But now I said to them, “You know very well what trouble we are in. Jerusalem lies in ruins, and its gates have been
destroyed by fire. Let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem and end this disgrace!” 18 Then I told them about how the
gracious hand of God had been on me, and about my conversation with the king.
They replied at once, “Yes, let’s rebuild the wall!” So they began the good work.” v 17-18

4. Faith keeps going
“Then I was terrified, 3 but I replied, “Long live the king! How can I not be sad? For the city where my ancestors are
buried is in ruins, and the gates have been destroyed by fire.” v 2b-3

“I replied, “The God of heaven will help us succeed. We, his servants, will start rebuilding this wall.” v 20

“So, my dear brothers and sisters, be strong and immovable. Always work enthusiastically for the Lord, for you know
that nothing you do for the Lord is ever useless.” 1 Cor 15:58

