The mystery of the parables
Matthew 13:1-52 part 7
“Jesus always used stories and illustrations like these when speaking to the crowds.
In fact, he never spoke to them without using such parables.” Matthew 13:34

1. By using parables Jesus helped the crowds to think
“Listen! A farmer went out to plant some seeds. 4 As he scattered them across his
field, some seeds fell on a footpath, and the birds came and ate them. 5 Other
seeds fell on shallow soil with underlying rock. The seeds sprouted quickly
because the soil was shallow. 6 But the plants soon wilted under the hot sun, and
since they didn’t have deep roots, they died. 7 Other seeds fell among thorns that
grew up and choked out the tender plants. 8 Still other seeds fell on fertile soil,
and they produced a crop that was thirty, sixty, and even a hundred times as
much as had been planted! 9 Anyone with ears to hear should listen and
understand.”
Matthew 13:3-9
2. Jesus wanted them to realise that they were privileged
Jesus told the disciples, “But blessed are your eyes, because they see; and your
ears, because they hear. 17 I tell you the truth, many prophets and righteous
people longed to see what you see, but they didn’t see it. And they longed to hear
what you hear, but they didn’t hear it.” Matthew 13:16-17

3. Jesus wanted them to be patient
“‘Should we pull out the weeds?’ they asked.
29
“‘No,’ he replied, ‘you’ll uproot the wheat if you do. 30 Let both grow together
until the harvest.” Matthew 13:28-30
“The Kingdom of Heaven is like a mustard seed planted in a field. 32 It is the
smallest of all seeds, but it becomes the largest of garden plants” Matthew
13:31-32
“The Kingdom of Heaven is like the yeast a woman used in making bread. Even
though she put only a little yeast in three measures of flour, it permeated every
part of the dough.” Matthew 13:33
“Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is like a merchant on the lookout for choice
pearls. 46 When he discovered a pearl of great value, he sold everything he owned
and bought it!” Matthew 13:45-46

